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Examinations:  
   

1958 1st Teacher Examination (Munich) 
1961 2nd Teacher Examination (Munich) 
1971 Diploma in Psychology (Dipl.-Psych.), University of Munich 
1975  Doktor's Degree of Philosophie (Dr. phil.), University of Munich: 

Psychology, Education, Sociology  
Dissertation: Development of Cognitive Competence (summa cum 
laude) 

Professional Experience/Academic Positions:  
   

1958-
1961 

Candidate for appointment at primary and secondary schools 

1961-
1967 

Teacher at primary and secondary schools in Munich 

1967-
1975 

Research Assistant at the University of Augsburg 

1975-
1978 

Assistant Professor at the University of Augsburg 

1978-
1990 

Full Professor of Education at the University of Tuebingen 

1978-
1990 

Head of the Department for Learning Research at the German Institute for 
Distance Education (University of Tuebingen) 

1988-
1990 

Director of the German Institute for Distance Education at the University of 
Tuebingen 

Present Position:  
   

since 1990 Full Professor of Education and Educational Psychology at the University 
of Munich 

1995-2000 Dean of the Faculty for Psychology and Education at the University of 
Munich 



Distinctions/Visiting professorships:  
   

since 
1986 

Fellow of the American Psychological Association 

1987-
1991 

Elected speaker of the section "Educational Psychology" of the German 
Association for Psychology 

1987-
1992 

Elected speaker of the interdisciplinary working group "Intelligent Learning 
Systems" (German Association of Computer Science) 

1989-
1991 

President of the European Association for Research on Learning and 
Instruction 

since 
1999 

Member of Societas Scientiarum Fennica (Finland) 

2001 Award for the implementation of virtual learning environments to the 
University of Munich of the Bavarian State (Minister of Science, Research 
and Art) 

1999 Visiting Professor at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland 
1999 Visiting Professor at the University of Helsinki, Finland 
2001 Visiting Professor at the Catholic University of Portugal at Viseu 
2002 Visiting Professor at the University of Zurich, Switzerland 
2002 Visiting Professor at the University of Linz, Austria 

Research Topics:  

• Knowledge and Acting  
• Knowledge management  
• Transfer of Knowledge  
• Self directed and cooperative Learning  
• Blended Learning 
• Quality in further education 

 



Research and Development: The development of new media tools:  
   
VIT: Virtual tutorium 
LEGUAN: Knowledge management system for students 
KOALAH: Virtual seminar 
CaiMan: Communikation tool 
 
Selection of University Research Partners:  

• Learning Research and Development Center, University of Pittsburgh (USA); 
Alan Lesgold: Learning with Intelligent Tutoring Systems  

• University of Colorado at Boulder (USA); David Jonasson: Designing 
Hypertext/Hypermedia for Learning  

• University of Wisconsin (USA); Joel Levin: Knowledge Acquisition with Text 
and Pictures  

• University of Freiburg (Germany); Hans Spada: Wissenspsychologie  
• University of the Bundeswehr (Germany); Andreas Krapp: Pädagogische 

Psychologie  

Selection of Company Research Partners:  

• BMW: Self-regulated learning  
• Siemens: Knowledge Master  
• Telekom: Knowledge ManagementWissensmanagement  
• Anderson Consulting: Multimedia learning environments  
• HypoVereinsbank: Multimedia learning environments  
• DaimlerChrysler: Evaluation of multimedia learning environments  

Teaching:  
   
since 1975 Lectures and seminars in teaching and learning for teacher and 

psychology students (University of Augsburg and Tuebingen) 
since 1990 Learning and instruction for students of education and educational 

psychology with new media  
Occupational education  
Higher education  
Evaluation 

Specific  
Topics: 

Virtual seminars:  
Knowledge management  
Empirical research methods  
Learning in computer networks (e-learning)  
Knowledge Master (in cooperation with Siemens) 

 
Editor/Coeditor:  

• Zeitschrift für Entwicklungspsychologie und Pädagogische Psychologie (Chief 
editor 1981-1995)  

• Unterrichtswissenschaft (Coeditor since 1991)  
• Contemporary Educational Psychology (Regional editor since 1992)  
• Educational Research Journal (Advisory board 1993-1999)  
• Psychologie in Erziehung und Unterricht (Advisory board 1990-1998)  



Coeditor of book series:  

• Advances in Learning and Instruction Series (since 1997) Pergamon/Elsevier 
Amsterdam  

Reviewer:  
   
1987-1995 German Research Foundation (DFG):  

Elected Reviewer: Developmental Psychology and Educational 
Psychology 

since 1980 Reviewer: Science Foundations of Switzerland, Austria and The 
Netherlands  
VW-Foundation, Bund-Länder-Kommission, The Federal Minister of 
Education and Science 

Affiliations:  
   1. European Research Association on Learning and Instruction (EARLI)  
   2. American Educational Research Association (AERA)  
   3. American Psychological Association (APA)  
   4. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Psychologie (DGfPs)  
   5. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Erziehungswissenschaft (DGfE)  
   6. Arbeitsgemeinschaft für empirisch-pädagogische Forschung (AEPF)  
 
Member of Expert Committees:  

• Review Committee for the Research in Pedagogics and Education at the 
Universities in the Netherlands – initiated by the Royal Academy of Arts and 
Science in the Netherlands  

• Expert group of Bertelsmann Stiftung and Heinz Nixdorf Stiftung: University 
development by new media  

• Member of the Program Committee "Virtual University" Baden-Wuerttemberg 
(Minister of Science, Research and Arts)  

• Member of the Program Committee "Virtual University" Bavaria (Minister of 
Science, Research and Arts)  

• Member of the Executive Board of the Human Studies Center at the University 
of Munich  

• Goethe Institute: Member of the Language Committee  
• Vice President of the Society of knowledge transfer and scientific further 

education at the University of Munich  
• Member of the Scientific Committee of the Telekom Business Academy  

 
Chairman of Conferences (Selection):  

• 2nd European Conference for Research on Learning and Instruction 
(Tuebingen, 1987)  

• 40th Conference of the German Psychological Association (Munich, 1996)  

 
 


